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SONGS OF SUSANNA: Chapter 1
Fletcher Clark, January 22, 2014

Sue came with a Good Man to Texas. This man was tender and kind.
Boldly they sought a new future, leaving their fam'lies behind.
So Almeron brought Sue to Texas, whence they would no longer roam.
This Good Man and Wife came to Texas where they would build a new home.

Susanna, a Wilkerson daughter, a sweet girl from old Tennessee.
At fifteen, she loved a young Captain - dashing and handsome was he.
So Almeron Dickinson wooed her, and although her dear sister's beau,
On his wedding day, he swept Sue away,   

and soon of to Texas they'd go.

First overland west to New Memphis, then down to New Orleans to sail;
To land at the mouth of the Brazos, following Green DeWit's trail.
And there where the blue Guadalupe and Rio San Marcos both run,
They laid down their stake, a new life to make,  

and with their new daughter seemed done.

Their life in Gonzales was trying, defending against Indian harms.
Good citzens all had put out the call for cannon to strengthen their arms.
But then came the Mexican soldiers to strip them of their treasured pride.
The Old Eighteen stood, they stood for the good, 

and so “Come and Take It!,” they cried!

Just eighteen opposing two hundred, though foe had no hunger for fight.
One shot from the gun, the batle was done, and war had begun by that night.
Brave Almeron carried that cannon to join in the Seige of Bexar.
To San Antonio and then Alamo 

and Travis's garrison there.

He'd left Sue behind unprotected, with sweet Angelina alone.
Marauders were lootng Gonzales; Almeron hurried back home.
They fed to the family of Musquiz, free Masons in old San Antone.
The scoutng report sent all to the fort,

and soon Santa Anna had shown.
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You all know the stories of valor and brav'ry at old Alamo.
This small band of men stood defiant. None would be spared from the woe.
They brought Sue before Santa Anna, at Babe of the Alamo's side.
Their lives he would spare, his message to bear

that Houston must yield to the tde.

Once of on the road to Gonzales, a scout troop of Texians rode by.
They listened with pride of men who had died, then led Sue, her message to ply.
Sam Houston was bound past the Brazos, hell-bent for the Runaway Scrape.
Sant'Anna had thought the fight had been fought

and all that was left was escape.

They’d caught the proud general a-napping, though cowardly he skulked away.  
Sam gave him his life, and spared him the knife, and Texas was born on that day.
Yet when all the blood-lust had setled, this widow stood lost with her child.
With no relatve and no way to live,

so lost in the woods and the wild.

Susanna gave her man for Texas.  She made that great sacrifice.
With all the fine sons of Gonzales,  he'd paid the ultmate price.
While some returned to devastaton, Sue went to find a new life.
She sought then a Good Man in Texas,  one who deserved a Good Wife.
THERE MUST BE A GOOD MEN IN TEXAS, one who deserves a Good Wife.
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SONGS OF SUSANNA: Chapter 2
Fletcher Clark, January 22, 2014

Susanna lost her man for Texas. He'd made that great sacrifce,
With all the fne sons of Gonzales, who'd paid the ultmate price.
While some returned to devastaton, Sue went to fnd a new life.
She sought a new Good Man in Texas, one who deserved a Good Wife.
THERE MUST BE A GOOD MEN IN TEXAS, one who deserves a Good Wife.

Now nothing was lef of Gonzales, destroyed at Sam Houston's command.
With no way to fnd food and shelter, nothing was lef  ut  are land.
They went then along toward East Texas, to Harris urg County's new seat.
Of Houston's renown, now capital town,

and there to the Congress entreat.

Pettons were properly offered for those lef  eref from their loss.
A dead hero's widow and daughter – hardly a  urdensome cost.
And yet as the orators  antered, with more care for show than for right,
Sue waited in vain – the funds never came;

alone they then faced the cold night.

Now never had Sue learned her leters - she never could sign her own name.
But cooking for men, and comfortng them were things she would do without shame.
They'd met a strong woman while trav’ling. Her name was Pamelia Mann.
She offered them  oard, though naught they'd afford,

and that day their new life  egan.

Sue met there a man named John Parker, with morals as low as a cur.
She hoped he would care, her  urden to  ear. She hoped he would love only her
But soon he was  oastng to fellows,  as he sought his own fendish ends.
And all that he knew was strumpet in Sue,

a harlot to share with his friends.

They lef him to go  ack to Houston. Pamelia had welcomed them home.
Once there Sue took up with John Williams, thinking no more would she roam.
At age twenty-three, she'd remarry, though many years older was he.
At last her sweet waif would fnally  e safe,

and lovingly happy they'd  e.
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But soon he grew distant and sullen, for drinking  ecame his whole life.
No care for the dear litle daughter, none for his withering wife.
Sue worried when he was long a sent. They'd cower when he crossed the door.
They never could tell when liquor's dark hell

would drive him to  eat them once more.

The devil that dwelt in that  otle would cause him to raise a cruel hand.
Ang'lina would hide from his raging tde. Sue knew that she must make a stand.
His rage then knew no limitaton. He  eat her 'tl she lost all sight.
His ferce  lows would doom the child in her wom ,

and ro  Sue of her mother's right.

When next the cock crowed from the  arnyard, Sue took Angelina and few.
Straight down to the court, and there to report divorce here was long overdue.
They granted her pleading petton. To Pamelia's shelter they ran.
O, where would she fnd a man who is kind?

O, where would she fnd a good man?

THERE MUST BE A GOOD MAN IN TEXAS, one who is tender and kind;
Who'll care for the sweet litle daughter, never to leave them  ehind;
A man who is strong and resourceful, seeing Sue through every strife.
THERE MUST BE A GOOD MAN IN TEXAS, one who deserves a Good Wife.
Oh, where is that Good Man in Texas, one who deserves a Good Wife?
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SONGS OF SUSANNA: Chapter 3
Fletcher Clark, January 22, 2014

THERE MUST BE A GOOD MAN IN TEXAS, one who deserves a Good Wife.

Sue met a drayman from Georgia who carried fresh water to town.
His given name Francis P. Herring, seemingly well, ft and sound.
They married that very December, when sweet Angelina turned four.
And fnn'ly Sue thought the fght had been fought

and they were a family once more.

Then came a new Presn'dent for Texas who favored the town Waterloo.
Then named it for Stephen F. Austn, capital city anew.
The fame that was Houston soon fickered. The people were leaving in droves.
No need for the casks a waterman tasks,

with dwindling hearths and stoves.

Again then she witnessed a good man slide slowly, inexorably down.
He started to sink, and turned to the drink, imagn'ning his sorrows hen'd drown.
John Barleycornn's nen'er a good partner. He never will shoulder his share.
Hen'll spit in your eye and leave you to die,

a widow the burden to bear.

And afer near fve years of marriage, her dear Francis went to his grave.
Angn'lina was nine, Sue then twenty-nine, again she was asked to be brave.
At least she could stll earn a living, her natural skills to apply.
Good suppers and breads and gentlemenn's beds -

enough so that we could get by.

They witnessed the end of Republic when Texas became a new state.
A drayman from old Pennsylvania asked her to join as one fate.
She married that young Peter Bellows before an Episcopal priest.
Angn'lina in sway turned thirteen that day,

and doubly gave them to feast.

Her life became prospn'rous and proper. And thus free from all sin and vice,
She went down to Bufalo Bayou, baptied by water in Christ.
Sue found Angelina a suitor, at sixteen to be a young bride.
John Grifth she wed to en'er share his bed 

and bring grandchildren to bide.
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But, oh, how suspicions may haunt us, and shadows appear from the past.
Her husband took fright, as Sue worked the night, recoiling in fear, and aghast.
His jealousy drove her to leave him, for so had he well lost his mind.
She went to Lockhart to make a new start

and leave sinful Houston behind.

They fnally honored the memn'ry, brave Almeronn's death to redeem.
Theyn'd heard the demand and deeded her land. Sue turned to her once youthful 

dream.
Foul Bellows besieged her with slander, and pressed forth a libn'lous divorce.
And though a bold lie, shen'd not dignify

this scurrilous act of perforce.

Oh, where is that Good Man in Texas, one who is tender and kind;
Whon'll care for the dear litle daughter, never to leave them behind;
A man who is strong and resourceful, seeing her through every strife.
THERE MUST BE A GOOD MAN IN TEXAS, one who deserves a Good Wife.
Oh, where is that Good Man in Texas, one who deserves a Good Wife?
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SONGS OF SUSANNA: Chapter 4
Fletcher Clark, January 22, 2014

Sue opened a small place in Lockhart, to cook and to serve simple fare.
The blacksmith brought his younger brother, regular customers there.
And so she met young Joseph Hannig, a German lad near half her age.
A fine cabineteer, mature for his year,

he managed to earn a fine  age.

They married in early December. The Grifths no  had a ne  son,
Named Joseph to honor Herr Hannig. Seemed no  Sue’s struggle  as  on.
But Satan grabbed poor Angelina, her children abandoned and tossed.
She left John behind, and ran of to find

the gay life of youth she had lost.

Young Almeron  ent to his uncle. Small Susie and Joseph  ere Sue’s.
Her husband so dear  as full of good cheer, delighted to hear of such ne s.
They made plans to move their small fam'ly to Austn to find a ne  day.
And so  ith strong heart they made a fresh start.

she kne  this at last  as the  ay.

Sue sold of the land from the headright and other lots she had acquired.
So Joseph could take their meager grub-stake and purchase all that they required.
The Capital's land  as invitng,  the birth of a bustling to n.
And right at its core, their furniture store -

a business of local reno n.

With Joseph at  ork in his business and Sue at the house  ith the fry,
She finally kne  true contentment, holding her head proudly high.
The children  ere such a great comfort, her soul took to fight on the  ind.
And here in this place, she found God's o n grace -

redempton from all of her sin.

Dear Joseph  as al ays in moton. The furniture business gre .
He then  as the ne  undertaker - clients  ould ne'er be too fe .
Knights Templar and Masons and Firemen - just some of his  ide retnue.
An entrepreneur  hose judgment  as sure

found others to share his broad vie . 
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A fine house he built there on Pine Street, 't een Neches and Red River lay.
The home  ould resound  ith children all 'round, and Sue in the midst of the fray.
They stll came to eat her fine cooking, and rest through the heat of the day.
The visitors come, Lord kno s just  here from,

but all remained  elcome to stay.

Ho  long  as that road she had traveled - each turn and each bump and each spill.
The sorro , the grief, the final belief that all that had been  as God's  ill.
This messenger carried the message. That batle seemed so long ago.
Eternal the fame atached to the name:

this Messenger of the Alamo.

Susanna found her man in Lockhart, one  ho deserved a Good Wife.
He needed a clear-headed  oman so they could build a ne  life.
A  oman of means and resources, one  ho'd borne her share of strife.
Susanna found that man in Texas  ho married this Good Texas Wife.
There  as such a Good Man in Texas, one  ho had found a Good Wife.
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